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Although very little is known about the first Buddhist communities on the Japanese archipelago (Hankó 2003, 329-33) , early Nara-period (710-784/94) hieratical officiates seem to have been regulated by the state and primarily conducted for its welfare. The procedure had more to do with evaluating a candidate's diligence in chanting sūtras or performing nation-protection ceremonies than with his/her vowing to uphold a certain set of disciplinary rules in front of a quorum of ten (or in remote areas five) legitimately ordained monks (three learning masters and two or seven witnesses), as prescribed by the "orthodox" method (Hankó 2003, 333) . Aside from the official sacerdotal examination system, there were also self-ordained priests and priestesses or "monastics who liberated themselves" ( jidosō ) (Groner 1984b, 5-6 (Ueda 1939, 120; Hankó 2003, 346) . 4 He introduced the Shibunritsu interpretation of Daoxuan (596-667) or the Nanshan Vinaya school (Nanshan Lüzong ), and conferred the "full precepts" (gusokukai ) of the continental tradition upon Japanese priests who renounced their previous "unorthodox" initiations, and thus became the first full-fledged formally and properly ordained monastics on Japanese soil. Jianzhen erected an ordination platform hall (kaidan'in , also kaidandō ) at Tōdaiji (Nara) in 755, which became the center for official ordinations (Groner 1984b, 8-9). 5 However, as in China where Mahāyānists took an additional set of precepts as a supplement to the Shibunritsu, Jianzhen also conferred the bodhisattva-śīla (bosatsukai ) of the Fanwangjing (Bonmōkyō, T. 1484) upon the Japanese candidates as a "separate ordination" (betsuju ) (Groner 1979, 26; Unno 1994, 29; Abé 1999, 47-49; Groner 2005, 214) . 6 Jianzhen's establishment of a legitimate ordination system gave him the reputation of the founder of Risshū, which from 759 onward was headquartered at Tōshōdaiji (Ueda 1939, 120; Hankó 2003, 13-14 nn. 39-40) .
